
RE/MAX REALTY ASSOCIATES
Buyer Attorney Checklist and Waiver 

RE/MAX Realty Associates urges all Buyer clients to engage the 
services of a competent local real estate attorney to represent them 
in their real estate purchases. While the involvement of attorneys 
may not be common in other market areas, their involvement is 
extremely common—and critically important—in our Central Illinois 
market. If you are from a market where attorneys are less commonly 
involved in routine real estate transactions, you should be aware that 
lenders and title companies in our local market very specifically will not engage in legal 
representation of buyers. While representatives of lenders and title companies may perform certain 
tasks that would otherwise be performed by a Buyer’s attorney, they do so on their own behalf and 
for their own benefit, not necessarily with the interests of the Buyer in mind. 

In a typical transaction with no unexpected disasters, a Buyer’s attorney will perform the following 
tasks: 

• independently reviews title work to ensure that the title policy issued for the Buyer’s benefit has 
no unusual exceptions to coverage that would be detrimental to the Buyer’s interests;

• communicates with title company and Seller’s attorney to ensure that any title issues are 
resolved;

• independently calculates all credits and prorations (which commonly total thousands of dollars) 
to ensure that the Buyer gets every cent of credits to which that Buyer is entitled;

• consults with buyers to determine the most appropriate type of ownership and advises Seller’s 
attorney as to the appropriate manner in which to prepare the deed;

• prepares or approves all notices served by the Buyer under the contract (e.g.,
Post-Inspection Notice of Unacceptable Deficiencies, etc.);

• guides and assists Buyer in legal matters relating to inspections and repair and/or credit issues 
that may arise within the transaction;

• works with Buyer and Buyer's REALTOR® to be sure that provisions and timelines set forth in 
the contract are not overlooked and are met in accordance with the contract;

• provides legal advice in response to inquiries or concerns by the Buyer relating to the Buyer’s 
purchase; and

• attends the closing and assists the Buyer with the closing documents, including mortgage 
documents, if applicable.

In addition to the list of tasks that will be performed whether disaster strikes or not, retaining legal 
counsel is also a critical risk mitigation measure. As diligently as our agents work to mitigate risks in 
connection with your real estate transaction, problems can still arise unexpectedly—sometimes 
right at the closing table. There is no substitute for having an attorney already involved. Suffice it to 
say that, if a conflict arises, the party who is without an attorney is at an immediate and significant 
disadvantage. 

Your agent would be happy to provide you with a list of local real estate attorneys who are 
available to handle such matters and who have displayed a history of being competent and fairly 
priced. 

Buyer’s Acknowledgment 

I acknowledge having received a copy of this document and that I have been recommended to 
retain legal counsel. I specifically elect not to retain an attorney and in doing so I understand that 
my agent cannot provide legal advice, draft legal notices, or provide any other service of a legal 
nature which is performed by attorneys, including those itemized above. 

/       /_____________________________ __  ___________________________ ____/       /___
BUYER BUYER DATEDATE




